IONITE A PASSION FOR LEARNING WITH

LITTLE EXPLORERS (BIAVES

Say goodbye to scouring the internet for resources for
your thematic units. Everything you need to embark on
a memorable learning experience, dll in one place.



MENTOR TEXT WITHOUT A LIBRARY TRI

What is a squirrel? What do squirrels look like?

SQ U I R R E |_S Table of Contents
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r Kid
Diresc\;zg Drawing

YOU'RE A
| Goop FRIEND

= Sr—

Sauirrels are small rodents. The sauirrel family
eci
starfs What do squirrels eat? What do squirrels do?
ie
tasks on 9 S 5
¥ m IThey have big, bushy
e o els have short, soft;
it : gray, yellow, red,
Pel‘
\:/of,?l Respoﬂsibilify tr ven whitel
| riting Prompt 5 5
e @ ntence(s) on making gaog s
et Thn, add o
ki ng good R Squirrels are called natures gardeners because
[+ "'1 Oices
Squirrels live in all climates all over the world. They they spend their time searching for and hiding
Mmeans.., Squirrels eat many things. They eat a
seek shelter in tree trunks, nests, dens, burrows or food. Once they have found food, they bury or
o
. .
Where do squirrels go in " Did you know? Did you know?
the winter? bed of B 2
e o : L lite R
S
—
There are around 285 different species of
You may have heard that some animals hibernate fo sauirrel in the world. The most common squirrel Squirrels are very sneaky critters. When they
survive a long, cold winter. Squirrels do not is an Eastern Gray Sqirrel. The rarest squirrel is run, they zigzag fo help them escape predators.
hibernate, instead, they rely on sheltered nests, the Albino Gray Sauirrel. There are many species A squirrels front testh never stop growing. Sauirrels lose up to 257, of their food fo thieves
dens, or burrows to survive the winter. Squirrels of flying squirrels, that don't actually fly. The Pevele actucyhoveilo guow;on fhings Misifrea because of this, squirrels can pretend to bury a
rest in nosts, dens, or burrows with many ofher folds of akin between ther legs allow them fo ek o ecorieo kesp Shet esth o the ekt . They dig and cover up a hoe, stashing the
squirrels to preserve heat. 6 glide through the air after they jump. 7 fength: 8 nut In their cheek. q
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Open the door to a hew world for your Kindergarten students with
stunning real-life images and easy-to-follow mentor text.
Introduce the unit, research, and display in your classroom library.



PRINT AND 60 ANCHOR CHARTS

1 o
Neme: ~——————-—————- [~ no W :
---------------- Fall KWL Chart Norw Tooso-iiet —— Leaves

What I W What I What I What I
Know WW """"""""""""""""" Know Wonder L Learned CGI’I HG\ _______________________ Can Have Are
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We’ve dll been there. Spending time searchmg for |mages of
anchor charts for inspiration. Reclaim your time with anchor charts

and graphic organizers that are Feéady{6'go!




VOCABULARY THAT COMES T0 LIFE

i School
L 27 Write the Room
. Look at the number in the

e room.

VVVVV

Increase student vocabulary the natural way. Crisp, real-life
images|iRSpireé, jprovoke curiosity and lead to [authentic
conversations. Then, showcase learning with write the room.



INSPIRE A LOVE FOR POETRY & LANGUAGE

We are going on a trip, = a trip.
We are going ———
— " take the car.

) tin -~
Let's 9¢ - —— a blimp,

let’s get in and take the car.

If we're lucky we see a blimp,

or see a plane fly readlly far.

Driving up the coast is neat, . eing boats pass BY
in "'he air,

seeing boats pass by the shore. Hot air balloon 22~~~
e wcﬂc\'\ it soar.

in the distance =~~~

Hot air balloon up in the air,

in the distance we watch it soar.

©THETEACHINGTEXAN 2023

Poetry doesn’t heed to be complicated for your little learners.
Easy to understand thematic poems encourage development of
rhythm and rhyme.



LABELING AND SCIENCE ALL IN ONE

Sunflower

Barn Owl Life Cycle

Create cross-curricular connections are meaningful and promote

independenceliniwriting all at the same time!



A WRITING CENTER FOR ALL ABILITY LEVELS

TRANSPORTATION TRANSPORTATION TRANSPORTATION

]
T
= v —
blimp space shuttle

S different WaYS
go places?

bbbbb

Transportotion,

Encourage students to show what their learning through writing and
pictures. Differentiated supports like a visual word wall and varied
writing femplates make it a can-do activity for all students.



ART + FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS IN ONE

Directions: Teachers read the directions fo students o Directions: Teachers read the directions fo students to
Bus e e e . b 3u8 Owl e g ors e Nere Owl
i : along with the students If more direction is needed i t i . aong with the students if more drectionisnceded. | | MM e mm e m e m e m e m i m e Di d D .
Directed Drawing irected Urawing Directed Drawing irected Drawing
| Directione: Follow the stepe your teacher directs you fo draw. Use the area provided below fo draw your picture. | Directions: Follow the steps your teacher drects you fo draw. Use the area provided below fo draw your picture.
Draw + 1 cirel the bottom of .o Draw fwo emall circles foward the fop of your paper, thess are the owls puplls.
. . raw Two small circles near The m of your paper. Leave snough room fo draw the owls® head.
O O
2 2
.
Draw two smaller circles inside the circles you've already drawn. Draw an upside down triangle in between the two pupils. This is the owls beak.
© O
3 3
Draw a skinny rectangle with roun Yo Now draw two bigger circles around the
and they will touch the nose. These circle
o—0 | Name: — — = —m e mm e mm e Name: - - — e e e e 0
4 Draw a short rectangle with round 4 -~
) Divectione: Follw the tops n the bores below Draw your pictre i the area Yo Add another-circle that Is just a bit bigge]  Rstene Folow the cps n the bosss beow. Dra your pitre i th ara prove
tire. Draw a short rectangle with r A Lefo the ol
complete the owls’ eyes.
® ©© | front tire and a small circle about ] 2 3 ] 2 3
5 Draw the body of the bus by maki 5 Now we are goig fo draw the owls head. Start from . *o® ]
~ ~ =y o ol the way around the eye. At the fop of your cur
o n back, curving to the left, curving dd O O © © © (ofe) The b ol b st ciht and ke apt, Do i s
20— | connecting back near the front. s v o oo v re g o et e
= - areating wo waves above the owl’ eyes
6 Add the windshield by drawing a s |2 6 . 5 1 . e S - 6 ‘ 7 e
) o A 00 low we are going to make the owls’ wing g
| | of the bus, a straight line down, an¢ ;)/ ~ 56 5’/( 2 ane eye. T wil connect fo the curved lne] A
5 BG | left. O—=0 O © under the other eye. N
7 7
550 Draw three windows along the top To complete the owls® body, draw a curve
{/:l - ~ }l squares with rounded corners in a bottom.
SO ©
8
. 8 Yy Finally, add detalls fo your owl by adding
A DSD‘L Finally, write the words SCHOOL B A Draw a shape that looks like a number tH
é@ '® owl. Draw another to make two feet.
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<THETEACHINGTEXAN 2023 <THETEACHINGTEXAN 2023

Directed drawings provide a safe
infroduction to art that incorporates details and work to develop
following step-by-step directions at the same time.



3 LITERACY CENTERS READY TO GO

Literacy centers are the perfect opportunity to reinforce and
practice the foundational skills you’'ve been working on with
students, and they free up your time to work with small groups.



3 MATH CENTERS TO PRINT AND GO

Math centers are the perfect opportunity to reinforce and
practice the foundational skills you’'ve been working on with
students, and they free up your time to work with small groups.



ITTLE EXPLORERS SCOPE AND SEQUENC

September

October

November

December

January

School
ELA Centers: Uppercase
and Lowercase Letter
Match, Alliteration, Letters
vs. Words
Math Centers: Patterns,
Counting to 10, Colors

Transportation
ELA Centers: Beginning
Sounds, Letter Writing,
Rhyming
Math Centers: Patterns,
Counting to 10, Colors

Personal Responsibility
ELA Centers: Beginning
Sounds, Rhyming, Using
Scissors
Math Centers: Patterns,
Counting to 10, Colors

Apples
ELA Centers: Rhyming,
Letter Writing, Counting
Syllables
Math Centers: Counting
On (Under 20), Represent
Numerals with Objects,
Compose/ Decompose
Numbers to 5

Fall
ELA Centers: Uppercase
and Lowercase Letter
Match, Alphabet Writing,
Beginning Sounds
Math Centers: Missing
Numbers to 20, Dice
Addition, Count and
Match Numerals to 10

Squirrels
ELA Centers: Beginning
Sounds, Word Families,
CVC Word Puzzles
Math Centers: Compose/
Decompose Numbers to
5, Matching Counting Sets
to Numerals, Number Clips
to 5

Pumpkins
ELA Centers: Onset and
Rime (CVC words),
Syllables, Build CVC words
Math Centers: Skip Count
by 10s to 100, Matching
Sets to Numerals,
Comparing Numbers to 10

Fire Safety
ELA Centers: CVC Word
Match to Picture, High
Frequency Words,
Rhyming
Math Centers: Counting
Sets to 20, Counting to 50,
1 More and 1 Less (under
20)

Bats
ELA Centers: Number of
Words in a Sentence,
Ending Sounds, Alliteration
Math Centers: Compose/
Decompose Numbers to
10, Counting Backwards
from 20, Comparing
Numbers to 10 with
Symbols

Election Day
ELA Centers: Vowels,
Word Families, Ending
Sounds
Math Centers:
Comparing Numbers o
10, Writing Numerals,
Number Clips to 20

Thanksgiving
ELA Centers: CVC Word
Match, High Frequency
Words, Syllables
Math Centers: Tricky Teen
Numbers, Counting Sets to
20 and Matching
Numerals, Compose/
Decompose Numbers to
10

Turkeys
ELA Centers: Writing CVC
Words, Letter Sounds (UC
and LC), Alphabet Arcs
Math Centers: Subitizing
with Small Groups,
Counting On (Under 50),
Counting to 100

Reindeer
ELA Centers: Beginning
and Ending Sounds, CVC
Words and Picture Match,
Alphabet Arcs
Math Centers: Counting
Sets to 20, Matching Sefts
to Numerals, Subitizing
with Small Groups

Gingerbread
ELA Centers: Medial
Sounds, Color Words,
Word Families
Math Centers: Skip Count
by 5s to 100, 1 More and 1
less to 20, Missing Numbers
(tfo 50)

Hibernation
ELA Centers: Word
Building, Produce
Rhyming Pairs, CVC Words
Sentence Scramble
Math Centers: Counting
On (Under 100), Count
Objects and Write
Numeral (tfo 20), Number
Clips to 20

Winter
ELA Centers: Medial
Sounds, Produce Rhyming
Pairs, —s and —es Suffix
Math Centers: Friends of
10, Number Constructing
to 10, Count and Maftch
fo 20

Penguins
ELA Centers: Digraphs,
CVC Word Sentence
Scramble, Nouns
Math Centers: Friends of
10, Skip Count by 5s to
100, Count and Match to
20

Arctic Animals
ELA Centers: High
Frequency Words,
Punctuation with CVC
Word Sentences,
Manipulating Beginning
Sounds
Math Centers: Counting
On (by 10s), Number
Constructing to 10, Count
and Match to 20




ITTLE EXPLORERS SCOPE AND SEQUENC

February

Valentine’s Day
ELA Centers: real or nonsense
words, medial sounds, verbs
Math Centers: addition to 10,
interpreting data, missing
numbers to 100

Community Helpers
ELA Centers: Medial sounds,
blends, and high frequency
words
Math Centers: gathering data
and graphing, numbers to 20,
subtraction to 10

Dental Health
ELA Centers: word families, letter
sounds, digraphs
Math Centers: skip counting by
2s, 100s chart, add and subtract
fo 10

Weather
ELA Centers: blends, ending
sounds, word picture match
Math Centers: DETAILS COMING
SOONI!

Frogs
ELA Centers: Adjectives,
building CVC words, beginning
sounds
Math Centers: comparing
numbers to 20, subtraction word
problems, data & graphing

Solar System
ELA Centers: manipulating
sounds, onset and rime, blends
Math Centers: addition &
subtraction word problems,
comparing attributes,
interpreting data

Spring
ELA Centers: reading sentences,
CVCe word match,
manipulating sounds
Math Centers: 2D shape
aftributes, making sets to
compare, represent addition
word problems

Farms
ELA Centers: CVCe word
building, complete vs.
incomplete sentences, sound
manipulation
Math Centers: Representing
subtraction word problems,
compare numbers within 20,
nonstandard measurement

Zoo Animals
ELA Centers: ending sounds,
word families, high-frequency
words
Math Centers: comparing
afttributes, 2D shapes, addition
and subtraction word problems

Flowers: Seed to Plant
ELA Centers: R blends, real or
nonsense words, reading
sentences
Math Centers: sequencing,
counting on, completing
number sets

Butterflies
ELA Centers: CVCe word
matching, rhyme matching,
sentence creation

Math Centers: missing addends,

subftraction, count by 5s

Dinosaurs
ELA Centers: medial sounds,
sound substitution, long vowels
vs. short vowels
Math Centers: money, 2D or 3D
shapes, subtraction

Summer
ELA Centers: syllables, digraphs,
short and long vowels
Math Centers: 3D shapes,
counting coins, wants vs. needs

Sharks
ELA Centers: word building,
reading sentences, sound
manipulation
Math Centers: 2D and 3D
shapes, comparing numbers,
addition and subtraction

Bees
ELA Centers: high frequency
words, rhyming pairs, word
match
Math Centers: graphing, word
problems, measurement




